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2.   Quality review comment 98-0423 from Randall Bart

Discussion:

This proposal responds to B-24 in document 98-0423.  The comment said:

"B-24)  Page 39, 6.2.3.2 In-line comments.  The rule contradicts itself:  First it says that one or more sepearor spaces must follow...well it doesn't say what it follows beacause "immediately followed" is dangling.  But if we assume it means that space must separate the code from the comments, yet it goes on to say that the comment may be written wherever the a space may be written, and then that the comment has the value of a seperator space.  Just tell me, do I need a space before "*>"?  Do I need it in fixed format?   6.1.4.2 doesn't say I do.  Why can't I use "*>" on a compiler directive?    6.1.4.2 doesn't say I can't use it in fixed format and 7.2.2 says I can only use it in free format.  (The only way to rectify this is to allow "*>" everywhere.)"

___

I simplified and clarified the rules for comments in both fixed format and free format, and made them consistent as much as possible.  

I think syntax rule 4 in 7.2.2 of compiler directives is in error when it says that a compiler directive in free format may have an in-line comment.  This proposal deletes that part of syntax rule 4.

Proposed changes
1. Page 38, Fixed format, Comments:   replace 6.1.4 through the first paragraph of 6.1.4.2 with the following (keeping the second paragraph of 6.1.4.2):

"6.1.4   Comments
The two contiguous characters '*>' are a comment indicator.   A comment is composed of the comment indicator and comment text that consists of all subsequent characters written on the line of source-text or library-text up to Margin R. There may be zero, one, or more spaces between the comment indicator and the comment text.  There are two kinds of comments -- comment lines and in-line comments.

Any combination of characters from the computer's alphanumeric coded character set and from the computer's national coded character set may be included in a comment.

Comments serve only as documentation and have no effect on the meaning of the source-text or library-text.  Comments shall be listed if a listing is being produced.

6.1.4.1   Comment lines

A comment line is any line with an asterisk or a slant in the indicator area of the line, or any line with a comment indicator written as the first non-space characters in the program-text-area of the line.  A comment line may be written as any line of a compilation group – in source-text or library-text.

If a listing is being produced:

—    a slant in the indicator area causes page ejection prior to printing the comment line;

—    an asterisk in the indicator area or a comment indicator as the first characters of the program-text-area causes printing of the comment line at the next available line position of the listing.

6.1.4.2   In-line comments 

A comment that is preceded in the program-text-area by COBOL words or character-strings is an in-line comment.  There shall be at least one space before the comment indicator.  An in-line comment may be written on any line of a compilation group, in source-text or library-text, except on a compiler directive line."

2. Page 39, Free form, Comments:   replace 6.2.3 through the first paragraph of 6.2.3.2 with the following (keeping the existing second paragraph of 6.2.3.1):..

"6.2.3   Comments
The two contiguous characters '*>' are a comment indicator. A comment is composed of the comment indicator and comment text that consists of all subsequent characters written on the line of source-text or library-text up to the end of the line. There may be zero, one, or more spaces between the comment indicator and the comment text.  There are two kinds of comments -- comment lines and in-line comments.

Any combination of characters from the computer's alphanumeric coded character set and from the computer's national coded character set may be included in a comment, except as indicated in 6, Reference format, rule 3b.

Comments serve only as documentation and have no effect on the meaning of the source-text or library‑text.  Comments shall be listed if a listing is being produced.

6.2.3.1   Comment lines 

A comment line is any line of source-text or library text with a comment indicator written as the first non-space characters on the line.  A comment may be written as any line of a compilation-group – in source-text or library-text.

... keep the existing second paragraph ... 

6.2.3.2   In-line comments

A comment that is preceded on a line by COBOL words or character-strings is an in-line comment.  There shall be at least one space before the comment indicator.  An in-line comment may be written on any line of a compilation group, in source-text or library-text, except on a compiler directive line"

3. Page 49, Compiler directives, 7.2.2, replace syntax rule 4 with the following:

"When the reference format is free form, a compiler directive may begin at any character position of the line and may be followed only by space characters."
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